
Before COVID-19 impacted all of us, the ACSA was preparing to institute
a series of responsible rate increases to support our wholesale provider
of water and wastewater services, the Rivanna Water and Sewer Authority
(RWSA), with their need to continue to invest in their systems. Upgrades to
their treatment plants alone are slated to cost more than $165 million over
the next five years.

Raising rates last year simply would've been the wrong thing to do.
Working collaboratively with the RWSA, we adjusted our FY'21 budget
in a matter of days and moved forward without a rate increase, using
reserves the ACSA has built up for this kind of unanticipated emergency.

As we enter a new fiscal year, it's clear that the RWSA's work must be
supported beyond what our reserves can do. They must pass down to
the ACSA a 15.5% cost increase to fund their essential water and
wastewater system upgrades.

The ACSA is responsible for nearly 57% of the RWSA's annual debt
service, and charges from the RWSA make up more than 62% of our
annual operating budget.  As a result, we must propose raising our rates in
Fiscal Year 2022 and in the future.

The mission of the ACSA is to provide safe, reliable water for an excellent
value. As I hope you saw throughout 2020, delivering safe water to your
tap was never more important than during the pandemic.

We at the ACSA remain mindful of COVID's impacts on you and your
families.  That's why we are applying more funding reserves to keep this
year's proposed rates lower, reducing the RWSA's 15.5% move into a 5%
one for our customers, with more increases spread out over several years.

The staff of the ACSA and I thank you for your patience and understanding
as we continue to recover from COVID's effects over the course of 2021.

Gary O’Connell
Executive Director, Albemarle County Service Authority
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FY '22 Budget  Facts & Figures

The ACSA is obligated to provide our wholesale
service provider, the Rivanna Water and Sewer
Authority, with funding for essential plant upgrades.  

Below are the costs for the RWSA's upgrades, which
must be paid for by rate increases charged by the
ACSA and other regional partners and with the proper
use of the ACSA's funding reserves.
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$23.25 Million
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$27.8 Million
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