
 

 

   
       

 
Albemarle County Service Authority and City of Charlottesville Water 

Remains Safe to Drink in Comparison to New EPA Requirements  
 
Customers of the Albemarle County Service Authority (ACSA) and the City of 
Charlottesville can be assured their drinking water continues to meet, and exceed, all 
regulatory requirements, including the newest requirements announced today for two 
synthetic compounds. Extensive testing since 2018 has shown all concentrations are below 
the announced requirements, with the great majority of results being “non-detectable”. 
       
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced today its proposed national 
drinking water standards, known as Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs), for two PFAS 
compounds.  PFAS, standing for per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, represents a group 
of thousands of synthetic chemical compounds in use since the 1940s to make a variety of 
household products more resistant to high temperatures, water, and stains.  The 
announcement now starts public comment and continued scientific review processes to 
take place over the next several months.  After these processes are complete, the EPA’s 
final drinking water standards will be announced.  

The proposed MCLs are 4 parts per trillion (ppt) for perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) and 4 
parts per trillion (ppt) for perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS).  
 
PFOA and PFOS are two PFAS compounds believed to have adverse health effects at 
very low concentrations.  Because of these properties, PFOA and PFOS were phased out 
of production by U.S. manufacturers in the mid-2000s.  However, they can still be imported 
into the U.S. through consumer goods.  They remain in some drinking water supplies due 
to decades of industrial pollution and consumer product use.  The EPA has stated that 
approximately 80% of a person’s exposure to PFAS comes from consumer goods such as 
cookware, food wrappings, cosmetics, stain/water-resistant clothing and boots, and carpet 
and furniture treatments. 

In eight rounds of testing between December 2018 and August 2022 involving the source 
water and treated water of six treatment plants managed by the Rivanna Water and Sewer 
Authority, PFOA was detected on only one occasion at 2.1 ppt.  PFOS was never detected.  
The reporting limit used by the certified contract laboratory for all testing was 2.0 ppt or 
less.  
 
All ACSA and City of Charlottesville source water supplies, except Red Hill, are located in 
protected watersheds fed by local rivers and streams.  The source water supply for Red 
Hill is groundwater.  The use of enhanced granular activated carbon at the water treatment 
plants serves as an effective additional barrier in the removal of PFAS compounds and 
other contaminants. 


